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Abstract

The development of problem solving skills, which constitutes an important component of learning
stages, is emphasized as one of the main objectives of mathematics education in the middle school
mathematics curriculum. The aim of the study is to examine 7th and 8th-grade students’ problem
solving processes and their problem solving strategies for daily life problems. Fifteen 7th grade and
fifteen 8th grade students participated in this study. Two daily life problems were used in this study
and students worked in groups of three on each problem during 40 minutes. The solution papers
including the detailed solutions of the students constitute the data of the study. In the analysis of the
data, the problem solving processes used by the groups were examined and problem solving
strategies were determined. The findings of the study displayed that in both classes students similarly
applied "make a table” and “make a list” as problem solving strategies. On the other hand, the
findings revealed that the 7th and 8th-grade students had differences in the process of interpreting
the problems. This study will provide mathematics teachers with an insight into students’ problem
solving skills for daily life problems and the strategies they used.

Keywords: mathematics education, problem solving strategies, middle-school students.

www.jret.org @ Her hakki saklidir. Dergide yayimlanan yazilarin tiim sorumlulugu 147
yazarlarina aittir.



